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A- I am in agreement with the Great Powers.
T. I do not know whether Your Majesty counts France
amongst these Powers.
A. Yes, certainly. But if you do not wish each to find his
interests, what do you intend?
T. I put justice first, and interests afterwards.
A. The interests of Europe are justice.
T. This language. Sire, is not yours; it is foreign to you, and
your heart disallows it.
A. No, I repeat, the interests of Europe are justice.
At this point Talleyrand turned to the wall, hit his head
against it, and cried: 'Europe, Europe, unhappy Europe! Shall it
be said that you have destroyed it?* Alexander replied: *Rather
war than renounce what I occupy/ Talleyrand continues:
I let my arms fall, and, in the attitude of a man afflicted but
decided, who seemed to be saying 'the fault will not be ours,'
I kept silence. The Emperor remained some instants without
breaking it, then he repeated: *Yes, rather war.* I kept the
same attitude. Then, raising his hands and agitating them as I
had never seen him do, in a manner which recalled to me the
passage that terminates the eulogium of Marcus Aurelius, he
shouted rather than said: The time for the theatre is come. I
must go; I promised the Emperor [of Austria]; they are waiting
for me.* And he went away; then, coming back, he took me
in his two hands, pressed my body, and said in a voice which
was no longer his own: 'Adieu, adieu, we shall see each other
again.9
In spite of this affecting scene, the opposition between the two
men continued throughout the Congress, and the points in dis-
pute were finally decided by a compromise. Alexander got less
of Poland than he had claimed, and Prussia got only half of
Saxony, the other half being left to the legitimate King. This
compromise was only reached after Napoleon's return from Elba
compelled the Powers to compose their differences. But for this
event, they might have continued to wrangle down to the present
day.
The attitude of Prussia was superficially similar to that of the
other Powers, but fundamentally very different The Chancellor
Hardenburg was, in the main, friendly to Austria; the King was

